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Forward

Virgil Francom often said that a higher power
inspired me to help him record his life history. Over the
course of my work with Virgil, | have come to thinkath
maybe he was right.

At the beginning of this project, | felt very anxious
because | had heard stories about how difficult it was to find
a good person to interview. | had a list of five people at
Highland Cove that | could pick to interview. Phone
numbers and ongvord descriptions were written next to
each personds name; one woman
pioneers and another woman enjoyed fashion. Next to
Virgil s name it said, nADance
interesting to interview a man who dasgceo | decided that |
woul d call him first and if h
on to the next person.

Fortunately, Virgil did answer the phone that day. |
spent several hours over two months talking to and
interviewing Virgil. Every time | went to sedérgil, he
expressed his gratitude to me. He said that he had wanted to
record his story for a long time and he thought it was a
blessing and a great weight off of his shoulders that

somebody came along to write his life history.



Now, | would like to &press my gratitude to Virgil.
Virgil taught me that a person can impact others throughout
his or her entire life. He is an honest, warm, and selfless
man who is dedicated to his family and to his church. He
finds the good in all people and makes aeiagffort to
help everyone he knows.

| thank Virgil for his friendship and for sharing his

story with me.

Laura Gee
November, 2004



Al was mil king the cows befor
hol d of the spickets.

| was born Mayhe twentieth, in 1915. My father
was Joseph William Francom; my mother was Mary Ann
Cole, and | was the ninth of ten children. We lived in the
little town of EIlwood and tha
sized farm, an irrigated farm with lots and lotsvork on it
to do.

The last five of us was boys and the last four of us
that were born to this family weighed twelve pounds each.
My mother was quite a small lady and, as | remember being
told about 11t, I thoughttlel <co
mother could have four children in a row that were twelve
pounds each. The oldest one in the family was my sister
Myrle and then Edgar and then Gladys and then Eugene and
then Delma, and Glen, Wayne, and Dee, and Virgil, and
Farrel. | had a brothen-law that told me that he finally had
decided why my family named m
were just on the verge of qui
how the name Virgil came. My entire name is Mark Virgil

and | always went by M. Virgil.



Iwasfunl ovi ng. Il n our family
jokes on the rest of them. My dad was into that. For
instance, mother used to put boiled eggs in the shell on the
meal table and youdd take you
right straight through it, see. Dad wdube there and all of
the sudden hebéd say somet hing
which had been boiled for a long while, in his mouth and
pttth! And hit you right between the eyes; just scare you to
death. That was one joke he had and he was always kidding
my mother; they always seemed to have a good association
and had stories between them about their youth and so on.

My parents moved to Elwood when a new dam was
placed in the Bear River upstream from us. My father came
from down in Central Utah and med up there and bought
some land and plowed it up from sagebrush. And so he was,
in essence, pioneering. In fact, he always seemed to me like
that he had a very pioneering spirit. And he was born only
twenty-six years after Brigham Young came to thifesa
First, he had eighty acres and then some land came up close
to it and he had another about fifty acres and then a few
years | ater he, he added anot
about a hundred and sixty acres that we had to farm. And,
on it, we hadalmost every kind of animal you could think
about: sheep, horses, cows, pigs, chickens, and dogs, cats

all of the things that went with the farm in those days; they
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were all useful animals. The cats cleaned out the mice and
kept the place free from thand so that was about the basis
of the farm. Water was brought in by canals and then there
was ditches that ran out from the canals. Each farm would
have so many hours according to his amount of acres and so,
as water came down the ditch, each manhtsdurn each
week to use that amount of water.

The farm was a family affair and | used to tell the
people that | was milking the cows before | was big enough
to get a hold of the spickets. And it was almost true; | mean
as soon as | could possibly dolihad two or three cows to
mil k in the morning. 't 6s ki
we grew older we grew into the responsibilities of having
certain things to take care of with all these animals and so
on. And that was about the way my life starded | used to
think | was overworked and | would see my friends out
riding around on horses and bicycles and things and |
t hought, AOh, how | would Iik
was doing. But as | grew up and got a farm of my own and
got family ofmy own, | was very grateful that | had been
taught to work and to organize.

In the winter, one of us boys would have to get up
early and start a fire in the kitchen stove, which was either
wood or coal, to warm the house up and then we would all

get up ad we would go to do our chores. And it usually
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took us, o h, maybe an hour to
and my motherdéd al ways have a
would have our breakfast and change our clothes and head
for school. Then at the end diet day we came back and get
in our work clothes and go back and go out and do all the
chores again and come in at night. And | remember, on cold
days, that | would come in an
some, when it was down twenty below zero and thirlg
that, and the famous place for us to try to get was behind the
kitchen cook stove. We would crawl behind it and the first
thing you know wedd be asl eep
when you go from cold to warm that you want to sleep.

Of ¢ o u rgo & schawleadddve had to either
walk or ride our ponies we had two or three ponies around.
In the winter, it was very deep and either my dad or the
nei ghboroés dad would have a b
on the front and t baslgsGhe pi ck
homes went. There was about four homes in that mile
stretch, so theyéd have a pre
there of children. We had a little fetwom brick
schoolhouse and three teachers with each teacher teaching
three classes; two of theachers taught two classes and a
third had three and we would all be sitting in the same room
T three classes or two classes. And it was pretty hard with

the teacher teaching another class to keep your mind on your
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work and what you were doing becausere was more

interesting things going on somewhere else. And it was

quite a project, but we were very involved with the school

and we had good teachers, learned things. | could quote
several poems to you that | learned when | was in about
secondandthid grade | i ke AThe Ri de
thing, poems that were very evident to help you to appreciate
the life around you and the freedom you had and the country
you were in. Chil dren donot

| heard President Hinckley give this:

Thewoman was old and ragged and gray and bent with the

chill of a wintero6s day. The str
snow and the womanés feet were ag
the crossing and waited along amid the throng of human

beings who passed her mgt heeding the glance of her

anxious eye. Down the street with whistle and shout came the

children from school let out past the lady, so old and grey,

hurrying merrily on their way. At last came one of the merry

troop: the finest laddy in all the grouple caught, paused

o

beside her and whispered |l ow, 0l
wish to go.6 And so his strong yo
and without hurt or harm, he guided her trembling feet along,

glad that his own were firm and strong. Then backratgahis

friends he went; his young heart happy and well content.

Sheds somebodyds mother, boys you
and poor and slow. And | hope somebody will lend a hand to

help my mother, you understand? |



and gray ad her own boys far away, and a head bowed low in
her home that night and the praye

to that noble boy who is somebody

President Hinkley was about my aiga little older.

Of course, friends, we had latthem. We had to
make our own entertainment and things and, of course, we
played ball and kiclthe-can and hidendseek and all that
kind of stuff when they turned us loose out in the yard. But
there was some special ones. | learned to love music, a
school, and there was one lady who came and taught us
music. And | remember many of the songs to this day that |
learned in school and what was in the church primary, which
we held in the school once a week. | learned to love those
ladies that came tmught us also.

In about the sixth or seventh grade, a man came
through in the summer and he was selling different
instruments with the idea of starting up a band. | remember
that my dad bought me a saxophone and my brothey
older brother, two yeader than mé had a trombone.
The man gave them to us. We took them home. We come
back; he gave us a little instruction not much. When we
come back, he said, ANow, wed
instruments and webre gonna p
astounded he good it sounded the first time. | never
dreamed it would be like that. And | went on with my

8



instrument, played in the high school band and my last two

or three years in high school, | played in a dance band and
got acquainted wbsanlrchedraion.to Th
play from and 16d play it thr
throw it away; | was able to remember the notes and so on.

And then | played in the dance band until | went on my

mission.

Music was very useful to me in the mission field. |

pl ayed a few times | ater, but
with my married | i fe and peop
play in orchestras and | didn

alone. We were out in a little town out on the edge of it and

I ) us ttdwitpse | gdin Binally, | sold it to a young

girl who had a dream of playing the saxophone; | gave to

her, | guess. And then | started singing; | sang in church.

They used to tell me, Al marr

sang at weddings and funk&ra lot and at church and then

when | went back east during World War 11, | had the

opportunity of singing with a dance band on the largest radio

station in the state of Indiana for several months while | was

wor king at Gener al itBlltheoaghr i c .

my | ife. l dm still doing it,

and | can6ét sing |like | used
Religion affected me a great deal because | never had

a time in my memory of my | if
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Joseph Smithwatite pr ophet or that |
was the Christ, because on my
stuff as just a kid and that was my basis for my religious life.
Started there with my mother in that little ward where we
just had about 250 people aih@vas a lovely place to grow
up. Some people say, AnOh, a
his testimony. o But | know th
might not say it eloquently, they might not say it very
complete, but they get it out of their systendaell it to
somebody el se. And thatodés a r
they grow up. And thatés the
in church on Sunday morning, and always in the places.
Also, when | was only three years old my brother, my oldest
brother went on a mission to New Zealand and so | had that
connection.

On Christmas, we would get up early, go out and do
our chores, come in and change our clothes and get a little in
shape and then wedd have our
our time with them ad, then along about, oh, maybe 11:00,
the whole community would meet together in the church and
they always had a nice program. They had Santa Claus
come. They had dancing afterwards, and games and things
like that, and that was a memorable thing on rmyis<Emas;
that 6s about the way it happe

t hat ti me, there was Snow on
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the old sleigh. And, sometimes, mother would throw some
bricks in the oven to get the
a bag osomething and take them out to keep our feet warm,
when we went back and forth in the winter.

Also, we would join in all the neighborhood things

and we had what we called a Saturday-haf | i day and
wor k unti|l noon and tffeedn wedd
meet with our other families.
ball; wedd do everything we h

summer that we had off. | think the first dance | ever danced
wasil coul dnét have Hhéemnatoneer
ofthoseChr i st mas dances and, fror
teaching it at ninetgight!

We didndot have extended f a
need a family with the ten kids we had. But we had families
around us that were very close and they were always
borrowingeachothe6 s equi pment and t hi
course, it seemed like they all had children about the same
ages as we had, so it made it
close in some ways because we were all busy all day and
into the night and early in the mornin@ur social things
had to be connected with the church and they had regular
ball games they played with other communities just and so
our entertainment came that way. But the main thing was

work; we had to work.
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Afterwards, | was very grateful, wheoloked back
on it, that | had that opportunity to work. | was grateful
because | knew how to do things and | had ambitions that
somebody sitting around the h
opportunities and things. And so it affected me, | know, a
lot. But one ting that was not a plus was that this work and
everything else took away from me the time to study the
lessons and everything | had because it was so important that
we get the other things done, see. And so, when you get
through at night, you get in andwy had put in a full day and
your brain didnoét feel i ke w
that in my I|ife, that | didno
when | got older and looked back, see. My one brdther
Farrel, the one younger than me, was the onwho went
to university; he went to Utah State.

The family life was good and, of course, | was next to
the last, so | never did know my older sister much. She was
married and moved away before | got old enough to know
her very well. | think we were daser family than most;
you had to be. | was closest to my brother Farrel and my
sister Delma. Delma used to tell me that she took care of me
more than my mother did when | was a baby and young and
she also said | used to chase her around the housa with
broom. But she and | were always close together and she

lived in California and, at the last few years of her life, we
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were very close together, lived close together. That was a
very enjoyable time of my life.

Farrel got the education. He was, if dngg, he was
probably more religious than | was and we had that together.
We could always talk about anything. Whenever we were
together, it was a special time for us all. We were the last
two left on the farm and we had the responsibility of the
farm andthings when my dad was old and so we became
close. He later moved pretty close to me and then he moved
to St. George where | was living. When my sister died, it
left me the only child alive and, you know, it was kind of

hard, but | went to her funerahad o ne of Farrel

said, AYoudbre just | ike my da
to have been | ike your dad. o
She said, fAiHe used to say, oOlI
And thatodos what Iteem: the | as

Dee, Virgil, Farrel, and Wayne
13



My father come from a wonderful family. He was
born twentyseven years after Brigham Young got here and
so he was very devoted to his religion and to his family. He
came from a family of nine and my mother camenf@
family of fifteen. Thatos al m
to realizei having families like that but they still got
through. Mother was a very wonderful lady and she was
born to that big family and there was four girls together on
those fifteen.And she was very devoted to her children and
she was very hardiorking and had to be. And | have
known times when there was a thousand boites y ou 6 d
say quart$ of canned stuff in our basement, when summer
was over and all the girls all pitchedtogether, and they
canned the fruit and everything. So we always had things.
So that it wasndét a hard thin

But mother was a wonderful lady and she taught me
a lot of things. In those days, sex was the thing you never
talked about, but Mother maged to get in a few licks and
tell us why we should be morally clean and good and it was
wonderful to look back and know what she did. She taught
me to know that Jesus was the Christ, we had a Father in
Heaven, and all of these things she taught med than,
when | got to be a teenager,
somewhere and talk a little bit about those things, you know;

as much as she dared, | think. She would talk about that you
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need to be very careful when you start going out and things
likethatt edd emphasize those ki nt
get into mechanics and all of that stuff that everybody knows
today.
My parents told us about their courtship. My father
lived eleven miles away from my mother. He was in Levan;
mother was in Nephi. Soe had to ride a ho
come in and go to a social or take her somewhere and do
something. And this one time, he had to go home and it was
kind of rainy and so heéd rid
undressed, but he left all his clothes there. smavith
fifteen kids in there, you kn
bad time that dad left his pants there and his suit and
everythingi' that kind of stuff. But they had lots of things
t hat they told us and wedd al
One thng about my dad,: | could always visit with
him about anything | wanted to visit. And when he died, for
years afterward |1 6d think, AO
minutes with my dad, you know, to talk over this thing and
t hose things. 0 wkdgeabldirthewlush. v e r
He went on three missions and he went on his first mission
when his oldest daughter was six weeks old. They called
him for three years. He had about ten cows to milk and my
mother had to take care of them. And he had two eethr

brothers in Levan and theyod
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the things | ike that. Shedd

three year s. That 6s the kind
to teaching and the Gospel And my mother only lived to be

ninetye i ght . Usually, they say
it keeps you alive. That 6s m

They were both easy for me to talk to. Dad and |
used to talk for hours about things and he used to tell me
experiences that he had. He went right kadWlissouri,
where the church was run out of, for his mission and there
was still lots of problems and troubles there and he did
marvelous work there as a missionary. And mother, of
course, | could always talk to her. | never had any problems
withvisiting wi t h her and | dondt Kk
distinguish between the love of a mother and a father, but,
you know, today therebés fathe
were then, | guess.

When the big 1930 drought came and when
everybody was having terriokroubles, we had no troubles
at all. We had everything we wanted to eat right there.
Mother would take the eggs into town and trade them for the
few little things she needed for something else and so we
di dndt have a hard tefeitavet hr ou

were blessed that way.
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AAnyoneds that got a name | i
those four men. o

My great grandmother on my
from England. She was coming up the Missouri River and
got into whatds now moshd Leav
died in the night and two babies died and they just pulled the
ship over and took a little boat and took them to shore and
wrapped them all up in a single blanket and buried them
there.

My fatherds family came fr
were merchantdown there; just like they settled here, they
settled South Africa the same time. And the first
missionaries that went down into South Africa converted this
little group that was out up from Cape of Good Hope. And
they were merchants there and they wagddnto the ships
and brought the tools and everything to farm with from
England and then take it out and had a mercantile farm out
there. But about that time the church was telling everybody,
ACome to Zion. oo Now, they te
where you are. So, my great grandma came with four boys
and a girl. My great grandfather stayed there and take care
of the mercantile for quite a long while. When they got to
New York, one of the families they knew down there wanted

their daughter to go tGanada. So she took off to Canada
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with this other family. I do
or anything. So, they came over with the four boys and
anyoneob6s that got a name | i ke
four men. Thereds autindthemima | ot
the phone book quite often.

AnOh, you surely havenot b

The second year | went out on the farm, | was
fourteen years old. We had two hundred head of sheep and
with their | ambs theredd be a

tomeAYou think you could take

summer 20 And here | was about
had a nice dog. And so, | sp
have to get up and foll ow abo

and t hen t medy 6adb oguett tuepn. o0 6AC | o
hot, theydd find some shade a
back to the house. A part of our farm is a mountain area and
so we had the feed up there a
| would come down atogomaxlon and
about two o06clock and come in
all the sheep back and put them in the corral again at night.
Well, I would find a lamb once in awhile that had
been killed. The bobcats never picked on an old sheep; they

always picled on a nice fat lamb that would weigh then
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about forty pounds and they w
them and | couldndét find any
And so, one day, | found one and I just looked close all over
and | found right on the neck pdaour little holes. The
bobcat has a head like a regular cat, which has the four big
teeth, and so then what they would do was just reach around
the lambs and catch them around the neck and then they
would suck the blood; they liked the blood. So, | werrne
and told my mother that | felt like | had to take care of those
sheep and guard them better a
do it.

We had an old 1776 pump shot gun; that meant it
woul d hold about six or seven
liketotk e t hat with me and she s:
take a gun up there. o But | p
agreed if |1 would never take
in the saddlé just slide it down in there and leave it thére
and, ofcourse, the handle end would be sticking up by the
saddle horn and things and i f
unl ess | really needed it. A
awhile and one evening | was bringing in the sheep. | was
always behind themandten t heydod ki nd of
t heydédd all head down because
home. And | hear my doglaarking behind me and | looked

up and here come the dog with a coyote right behind it. So |
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waited until he got wpmhand I
turned around and chased the coyote back over the hill again.
They were just playing, actually, and that happened two or
three times.

Two or three weeks later, it was just before sundown
| was sitting up on a rocky ridge, where it dropped off down
in, and there was chokecherry bushes down in there and
great big rocks. Some of them was probably four or five feet
square and ,on them, | saw a little bobcat and then | saw the
mot her . So I got the gun up,
one or two times So, you know, you get quite a rebound
from the gun when t hepshenel |
And so, as | pulled the trigger, | shut my eyes and then
looked and when | come up, the big cat was gone and so |
t hought, AWell, I, nokvayd @ould  hi t
mi ss that. o S d it Was guienatclimb @ w n
go up or down and | could make it pretty gdoand then |
walked way around the other side and looked and looked and
looked, because on the other side of the brush is where it
would have fell. | walked around and looked and looked and
looked and | looked right down and there it lay right by my
feet; it was dead laying there.

So, | already had a shot at the little one and it had
fallen back in the bushes, too. And then, aght down, |

saw the big one standing up and, as | would go down toward
20
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where | thought the | ittle on
looked up. There was a big one standing over there on a rock
looking at me from not very far, like maybe ten or twelve

feet avayi maybe fifteen. So I just raised the gun and |

walked around the rock and there | found it. So | thought,

AWhat am | gonna do?06 So | sa
hill . o | t wo-fivé pbunesgitiwgsithata b o u t
si ze. | edbose ald | dimmbediup the hdl with that

one and then | went back down. And when | looked into the
brush down below again, there was the little one laying
there, so | had two of them. | strapped them on the back of
my saddle, took my sheep in, and whmeyymother saw them
she al most fainted: fAO0Oh, you
And | said, nYes, I have. I 6
And so | found out that there was a bounty on them
and | think it was ten dollars apiece. The way you identified
whatyou had done was you would cut off their paws so that
they would know that you killed ongou had to have both
of them. You cut them off and
county seat and they would issue your bounty. The sheep
owners each put in money imake a pot of money where
anybody that was able to get a coyote or a bobcat would be
paid the bounty.
Two years later than that, | had a same experience,

only this time, when | looked down over the hill, there was
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four there on this rock playing. Bladt | time, | had shot the
gun a time or two. So | waited until it got two together and |
got two with the first shot; and | got the third one as the other
one was going away. So, | had three out of four. And so
that time | fifteen or twenty dollars; might have been ten
dollars a piece, but it was an amount. And so | was pretty
proud of that, that | got a little money to spend because |
never did have very much when | was that age, you know.
That was my experience with the bobcats and that was the
last time | ever had an experience like that with them. But it
made me very alert and | was always on the lookout for
bobcats and | wouldndédt go ver
that, you know, because the b
was anywhere arourtd get them.

Now, the coyote is different. The coyote would eat
the meat of the animal. But | never had much of an
experience with coyotes. There was one time my brother
and | saw one running across the fields and we took the car.
| was driving theittle truck and my brother had the gun and
the coyote was running for the mountain. We were coming
this way and we met right here, in front of us, and my
brother shot that coyote and
| ever had with coyotes.

Maybe two or liree years, | was taking care of the

sheep. |did that in the summer and then we would always
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take them in; it was about thiffve miles where we would
take them in, where we had our hay and our barns and
everything else. So we could take care of tlagrwh then we
always would pick the time when we wanted them to be
born. We would put the males and the females together, so
that all the lambs would be born in about one month and
someti mes theredd be one that
in the winter vhen they started to lamb, they were all in
sheds and places like that where we kept them. And |
remember that, quite often, I
webd take turns and go out an
cold winter, to mbsetherightt her e o
because sometimes theyodd get
theydédd freeze i f we didndt wa
experience that was kind of hard to do: to get up in the
middle of the night and dress up and then come back. And if
theywe e new | ambs, then youo6d t
little peni maybe eight feet squareand put her lambs in
with her so they coul dnét get
from the cold.

We always went out and milked our cows and come
back and wleeyall separate themilk. The
separator was a machine that was on the ground, had a base
and stood up, and then it had a bowl about six inches in

diameter and inside of it was probably fifty or sixty discs all
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the same shape, one right on top ofdtieer one. Then it
would go up and there was a big bowl on top of the
separator, and youb6d put your
turn that by hand and later we could do it with electricity
and it would bring that speed to that thing turning fagi. dit
bring it along and the milk would go in the center from the
top and it would separate it and out down below there was
two open tubes that went out. One would be cream and one
would be skim milk because, when you spun it like that, it
would spin the buér fat and stuff that would go into a heavy
cream,where the skim milk would go on the other side. |
would imagine that it would do maybe a gallon in about two
mi nut es. I n ot her words, i f
you about ten minutes and weesfthad lots more than that,
see. So, ito6d be a-fivgmihuees e fr o
youdd have togdkieregp. t hehenn hy o
skim milk and feed it to the little calves so that they would
have the milk that they needed.

We also needemilk from the cow to make the
cream. About once a week, th
pick up the cream and take it into where they made the butter
and that sort of thing. That
living. But it was quite a process; it hadlie done mornings
and nights, see. When you came in with the milk, in the

morning, and it was still warm, you did it and when you
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came, i n the evening, the mil
then and so it was quite interesting. Mother would always
takesome of the skim milk and s
cheese out of it and it would make into a clabber. You leave

it sitting out three or four days and it would sour and then it
would turn to a clabber. Then you put it in like a small flour
sack and squeezet out and youdd have
cheese left.

We lived about five miles from the high school and a
bus would come every morning
have to go to school at nine. Our first eight grades was a
mile from home and every littl@wn had a little
schoolhouse. Kids came from all over the valley into Bear
River High School. But school was an interesting thing to
me. | loved sports. | never was big enough to be one of the
ballplayers. When | was that age, | was quite small and so |
learned to be a good basketball player. And so, each
community would have ballgames against each other and
that was usually operated under the heading of the church
ball teams. Every ward had its own balhm and that was a
good entertainment for us.

| got fair marks and | graduated and | played in the
band and sang in the choirs and, of course, had the regular
classes, which was more intense on reading and writing and

arithmetic; that seemed to be the important thing. And then,
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of course, we had histies. We had a lot of good history

cl asses. Then 16d get into
always seemed to be hard for me to get that kind of stuff. In
my mind, | could add and subtract and divide faster than
most of kids who could do it withgmcil and paper. That
became an easy thing and a blessing to me all of my life
because as | worked on my own farm, after | grew up, why, |
could always think as fast as the person who came to trade
something or to buy something. So, | always was ablse¢o
the mathematics and everything else, so that | was equal to
those that were selling to me, which was a lot of times a real
help to me if you met someone out in the field and things
like that and they would want to make a deal for something.
Why, | wasable to at least get my share right.

One of the hard things was you hated to see that all
the neighbor kids had to do is study. And in some of the
things, they were way ahead of me, but my learning of
poetry and learning of history, and things like thaigld
very important to me and that turned out to be a blessing.

But there was some things that | missed. | did well enough to

graduate and then, of course

schooling after that. You was eighteen and you was out
doing other thingand stayed at home, went on a mission at
nineteen. |loved music. One thing it did for me all my life

is whenever | hear a song, my note and my ear picks up the
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harmony and | can sing the harmony easy, see, like tenor.
So, | learned music very well dn used that in my life a lot.
| started to sing in church solos when maybe | was sixteen. |
went on from there and got into orchestras and even on the
radio later when | was, oh, twenfiye years old. | headed
off to sing in the nice orchestra in E&ayne, Indiana,
which was broadcast on the biggest station in the town; | did
that for quite a long while.

|l dondt know what else | ¢
was interesting youth, but it was along the lines of working
with the familyto existandsoe of t he ki ds di

opportunity. Probably the biggest thing in our life today is

that young people dondét | earn
sitting at the computer when
and theyodore stil |l ied,ovatahigg i t af
those little games and stuff. But | never had anything like
that.

Li ke most young peopl e, I
do in regards to the ways 106d
father, see. And thatdéds a no

they got to come to the point of learning on their own. And
so0, one thing | experienced that was a real blessing to me in a
way was that | was out with my friends. We went up to the
little town of Tremonton and went in the drugstore and two

or three of then kept pressuring me to buy a cigar and | held
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them off for a |l ong while and
bought a fivecent cigar, the worst of all cigars, really. And |
started to smoke it and when | got home that night | was sick

as a dog and my mathcame and talked to me the next

morning about why didndét | ge
AYoubve been smoking, havenodt
Mot her , |l have.o And she tur

gonna have to suffer Welsheut a
could have been very sorry fo
knew | had a special thing to learn there. Well, | often say

that one of the good things | did in my life was to smoke that
cigar because | never tried tobacco again. See, it hit me the

rght time; thatodés one thing.

Al 6ve often said since then t
to receive, but i1tdéds just as
gi ve. Give people an oppo

| was on my saddle horse and | was going a mile
straght west of us. | had a good neighbor that lived a half
mile down there and he was one of the bishopric. He was
coming up with a hay rack and so he stopped nve
always did that quite ofteha nd he sai d, A We | |
want you to ghondonl as anids,s ifiowe.loal
knowiyoudr e cilaonsde ytoou menow t hat
completely worthy to go on a
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Awe 61 | give you two weeks to
In other words, he hit me pretty hard about goingon

mission and | always thought | would like to go, but at that

point | wasn't entirely what | figured would be worthy to go

on a mission. But | did a lot of thinking and a lot of

changing and | accepted the call. | was nineteen years old

and | went onrain; | went from Salt Lake first. We went

down there for about four or five days and different people
came and talked to us and the
we got when we went out to be
know if one can imagine what thiihd of a situation would

do to a person. You wanted to be successful. You wanted to

do right. You didndot have to
and you surely didn't have a knowledge that you could
understandably sit and talk to somebody and tell thenmt wha

t he Gospel was. But it wasnot
acquire that through study.

After we got out of Salt Lake City, | took the train to
Chicago, and there we started our mission. And they sent me
over into Michigan and | got into a lovely home wééhne
missionaries lived. | was about two blocks from the capitol
of Michigan, a nice area, and then we had to go from door to
door . It wasndt so much a ma
was a mission of friendshipping. You had some of the

oddest questins as we come to people and you could help
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them to understand. And, at one point, you could bear your
testimony to them. And, as time went on, you had a sure
testimony that you knew the Gospel was true.

We heard some of the oddest things. For instance,
there was one |l ady said, N Oh,
Young. How he used to come out here and take these young
| adies back and practice bl oo
meaning of that is that when you take a life, you give your
own life, see. And shaasi d , A | know how he
out and took them into the temple and practiced blood
atonement, which means cut their heart out and throw them
out the window of the temple

That s the kind of stodlies, vy

said, AThat makes me feel |iKk
a greater man than | thought
AWell , 1itds only nineteen mi.l

Salt Lake. 0 So you got some h
was real interestg. You would go from door to door and

that s the coldest country in
about as long as you could and then some fine lady would

invite us in to get warm, you know. And we had some

lovely experiences, made lots of friends. logtof those

towns in Michigan, there was about thiftye missionaries

at that time, and we were friendshipping more than we were

preaching.
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In the district | was in, there was only two elders and
eight lady missionaries. And, of course, we were the
priesthood and we kept things together and everything and
we had to travel. The church
have the addresses and maybe
for a year or two. We would go out and find them and see if
there was some new chih needing baptism. And so that
one summer, we spent most of our time doing that up in the
northern part of Michigan. People would quite often invite
us into their home to stay overnight. We always had a
chance to teach them a little bit and that wasua the
process that we went through. So, that was the first year and
then | went down into Toledo, Ohio. Then later on, | went
into Indiana. That 6s where |
my companion and | was what they called a district
president. had a pretty good responsibility there that | had

to carry out. But | got my regular letters from my folks and

l ost my girlfriend. And t hat
me , because now | didnét have
anditturnedout,ih he | ong run, that th
shoul débve been; it was the ri

a great experience and it makes men out of boys.
Then | met Virginia, my first wife. She was from
Indiana. Wherever she went people loved her; she was a

beautiful girl. And she was a little younger than me, but she
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had a good bringingp and physically, she was beautiful and

she got along with everybody. Melvin J. Ballard was a

visitor to the mission. He was one of the apostles. And he

comebyandhesad, fANow, we put no bl

men to feel in your heart that some of these young ladies are

fine young ladies, but the main thing you do is never let them

know or anything else. Then,

home for a year and you still havéegling like that and you

feel that it might be beneficial, then is the time to go back

and make contact again, see. o0

back there and got me a job and stayed all winter. And the

next spring, | married my first wife and we wasming west.

My father wrotei when he knew | was going to get married

Tand said that he wanted to buy a new car out of South Bend,

Il ndi ana and he wanted me to b

can | get married and how can | work this so | can get home

andget married in the Salt Lak:

would be riding together clear across the country, see. That

wasnodt proper. So || wrote to

Brian S. Hinckley, the father of our prophet today.
Inafewdays,lgotaletternd he sai d, fl

authority to the elder that is district leader to perform the

marriage ceremony in Fort Way

sending another thing al ong;

to go to the Salt Lakesolempl e
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talked to the missionary and we made the arrangements. We
were married there and then, the next day or two, we got the
car and headed west. So we had a lovely trip on the way
back; it served as our honeymoon and so on.

We got married in 1938. Wgot to Utah in February
and we were trying to figure out where we would live and be
close to the home. There was a little town of Snowville, out
beyond the farm about ten miles, and so we thought maybe
that would be a good place for us to be. And, of s®ushe
was a city girl, but she worked in pretty good. What
happened is, my dad had bought a little old home that was
twelve by twentyfour feet in diameter. We had some
property right against this little town. So we took that out
there and put it up oa cinder block foundation and made it
kind of nice and cleaned the inside out and worked that all
up and then we lived the first winter there. And we were
right at the edge of town and we had to bring water out and
everything and wenindidedWehad have
an outside toilet and we would have to go outside to the
toilet all winter.

We had been there just a few days and the bishop of
the ward contacted me and said he wanted to talk to us. So,
he told us that he would like me to take over ybung
peoplebébs MIA and supervise th

t hat we woul d. And the words
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only have one thing to tell vy
|l i ke to take these jobs, but
seesmeone from the outside tak
was the situation. We took the jobs. So when they
organized, they took my wife as a secretary of the young
ladies. So, we were right together with the other people and
the first time | got there | knethat the people had been out
there to themselves for many years and they were all
intermarried into families. The big problem was that they
had built up feelings within and so the first meeting we had |
said, AWebre not go ntamthihghi nk
but the work we have to do fo
agreed and so thatodés the way
the job to do and we did it.

We had a great winter; the people were happy and we
were happy. We would do things and aanice things, so it
was a real pleasant winter for us and we had that little twelve
by twentyfour place. And we just was newlyweds, of
course, and it was just a wonderful thing that we could be
together for quite a while and then to have responsilsildfe
the job. So we stayed there
did. Before the next year, we had bought a home in
Collinston on the other side of Tremonton. It had belonged
to my sister and then her husband had been killed. So she

was working in Calibrnia, during World War II, and we
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bought her home and went into another little community that

was very nice.

Wedding Photo of Virginia and Virgil

Our first child was born about two years after we
married and then we had two more. We had a blonde a
then | had two redheads and another blonde. | had three of
them, one year right after the other. They had a period of
time when they was all one year difference for a month or
two. So, we had them pretty close together. And they were
good kids and & kept them active in school and everything
else. Our family was close together and we really enjoyed
our life with them over in Collinston and we stayed there for
probably six or seven years. My teachings to them was that |
di dndét care ndt amegalolfy tdneaneldi
cheerleaders, class presidents, and things like that. That
wasnot what | was interested

would be doing things that would help them all their lives.
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And it turned out t l@ihmusibey v

and things. They sang at my
sang together as a quartet of girls. Wendy now is writing

| ots of Relief Society music
great. So theyove -thedldvantechy dr

them to learn things that they would be able to teach and be
|l eaders and thatoés what theyd
them has excelled in very wonderful ways as far as we were
concerned with our family.

Theydébre each differermd, of
the social part of it quite well. She became a real good
dancer and still remembers today what she learned when she
was in high school in line dancing and stuff like that. So,
thatdos been a real I mportant
lot of friends and they were having their Homecoming. And
they would make different things to put in a parade and | had
a nice Pontiac car that was beautiful and it was red and white
and that was their colors. So she came and asked me if she
could take the car anddir wanted to decorate it and after a
bit I said, AWell, okay, but
keep it ni c-eoorwithlquite ad@gback arfdo u r
they built a football field on it and they already had the red
and white colors and they had ttngs on each end and
everything else and it was a picture that was wonderful and

so they won the prize.
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Wendy was one who enjoyed

much interest in boys, but |
worry about that. When the time come® u 6 | | be harg
ités been like it is for you.

years later when she was at college and met her husband.

And then, of course, Dawn: she was the loving one and the

tendethearted one. And onetti me
of l ine and | said to her, i W
have a tal k.o And she said,

t han have to tal k -+heartega@baut 0 S
it, you know. Of course, that melted my heart and | went
easy on her. &, but they were all different. And each one
of them has their separate th
today to have them around. T

and helping me so much.

Virgil and Vicki
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When you get to the point of having your own
children, there is a change comes over you. Your love for
them changes some of your habits and everything else
because now you have the responsibility of teaching them
and showing them, by example, what life is for. And so your
focus is changed from jugtibking about yourself. And
thereds always room for one m
now; it builds up.

One of the most satisfactory things to me is to plant a
little seed out there. You plant these seeds and nobody
knows what makes the seed come upjbuté s a r e al
satisfaction to see seeds grow and mature. | had been out
and if you had a drought year
the little old sunflowers would develop and have a flower on
them. And theydd only be abou
they wee trying to exist and develop and do what they were
made to do, and the way God created them and that was
al ways not a mystery to me.
it happened, but | knew it was one of the real spiritual things
in the world was to se@ihgs grow and see people develop,
see children grow. And t hat
see a |little child and 16d th

AWonder what theydre gonna be
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up. o You dondt havengwmbe eal ¢

Sometimes you do, but not very often.

Clockwise from Left: Vicki, Virgina, Tamera, and Wendy

| never went into service during World War 1. Just
before the war started my brother and | had broke up land
out of sagebrush. My brother anddd got us quite a lot of
land ready to plant and then the government came along and
said, AWe have plenty of whea
this new | and come in because
And so they put that into effectand I told mybeth , @ On e
of us got to get out of here
And | said, Al can go back in
come from. o Il knew | <could g
back and we rented a home and then | stayed there during the
war,i n a big Gener al El ectric p
known as the tool room. They make all the tools that they do
all their work with like the machinery and stuff. And so |

worked there for four years.
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During that time, there was several of the young
fel ]l ows said, Al &dm tired of wo
the army. o They go down and
working?o0 AYes. 0 fiWhere are w
GE. 0o AWhat are you doing?0 0
stay there; we d@deodhodétowatnherneou
that was the condition that | lived under and during that time
|l worked at nights. |l 6d star
work eight hours and | did that all during the war.

| worked at nights and this band was on during the
eary afternoon. A man asked me
AMan Who Came to Dinner, 0 whi
always fighting and quarreling. My part was when it came
Chri st mas, Il was on the edge
Ni ght , Hol y NiegliHightngand d t hey w
guarrelling. And the radio man heard me and called me a few
days later and asked me to come in. So | went in and
auditioned and went to sing with this little band and enjoyed

it very much.
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Virginia Francom

In 1955 we were living imfremonton. We were
going along pretty good and my wife got sick. She had to
have a serious operation and they thought that it was, it was a
cancerous situation, and they assured us that everything was
fine. But after a year or two, she developed moreadieal
that she only lived about six months. Before Virginia died,
she got into the MIA work and was president of the MIA.
And when she was in there, she got the girls to each keep a
history of themselves and she took hers along and we still
havethatwih i n t he famil y. And ito
By that time, | had one daughter in college, one
graduating high school, and then one in the lower high
school, and then the little girl who was about ten years old.
So, | was left with the family and the yowesj was ten and,
of course, it was tough. It was tough on them. But we talked
it over and decided wedd | ive

could, the way we had had it when their mother was there.
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So, we divided the responsibilities; we would do lots of
things together. When it came time that the fruit was on, we
would get together the five of us and can the fruit and
vegetables and things. We had a nice garden and it seemed
to me like we were getting along mighty well. And, of
course, | knew that my ddren needed a mother and it was
about four years after she passed away that | started thinking
that | should get somebody in that could be a good mother to
her.

When Virginia died, people never failed to bring stuff
to help us and do everything they abuWe learned to love
that part of the generosity of people and everything even
t hough we maybe didnét want i
couldnoét refuse peopl e. | Ove
better to give than important® t o
receive as it is to give. Give people an opportunity to serve;

that was the attitude | took regarding that.

AMi | dred was just the kind

Mi |l dred Drake Lindsey was
She lived in Ogden and her husbahed and there were five
or six ladies and two or three men that used to get together

once in a while and go out to dinner and do things. And one
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night one of the | adies said,
man and get marri ed thegtdlketh av e
about it awhile and, finally,
somet hing about this. o And s
they went to see a bishop that was in Ogden there and he
said, AwWell, I 61 1 |l et you hav
week. You can do whatever you want with it; you can have
your dance, you can have programs, you can do what you

want with it.o So, they st a

=

(@))

they would go on trips, they
groups bowling. They had gnps doing other things, and
theydédd go on bus trips. And
thing. In order for them to be able to come to those dances
and things, the bishop said that he would like to interview
them and give them a recommend. Inotherwios , t hey d
have to have a card to present to get in, so it would do away
with the drinking and the other problems that would come.

And when this was going on, | was out to the farm.

Finall vy, Mi |l dred said, ATh
until we getitint he church under the p
they sent a committee down to Salt Lake City and they met
with the man who was head of
and he later became an apostle and a very good one. But
they went down and visited with them aalobut two days

after they got home Mildred g
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you get a place where we could meet with at least twenty
stakes. We want to talk abou
arranged for it and they brought them in from as far as up

into Malad, Idaho clear down here to Kaysville. And they

had all those stake presidents there. And so they talked

about it and after awhile they came back with the program.

And they called it The Sociables. And so this little group

started this program, whickas accepted by the church and
started by the church, and no
singles program and my wife was one of the ringleaders of

that.

They used to send me a card about once a month:

ACome on down, dance wiinteh us!
come down and dance. 0 So, wh
fall, Il thought, HAWell, Il 6m g
what 6s going on. o So | went

was people sitting around the side; most of them were

dancing. And | watchedse of them dance and they were

good dancers and so | danced with them and along about

10:30 or 11:00, here come this little lady walking in,
strutting up in right wup to t
what sheb6s doing. o Arcd abdfesd
chairman. And she came back down to the hall and there

was somebody wasndét dancing a

them up and danced with them a little ways and introduced
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them to a lady and she went on her way to something else,
see. She was theaman of getting them all to going. So, |
t hought, fnGee, she | ooks I|ike
| came back a time or two and, by golly, we started to going

out. Three months later, we was married.

Virgil and Mildred

The first time | to& her home, Dawn was twelve
years old and when we got there we went up and rung the
bell and she come and open the door with a great big smile
on her face. She always had a smile, still does. And she
invited us in and saidyearsil go
old. And she had steak, potatoes and gravy, and vegetables
two or three vegetables. She had salad, she had a dessert,
and she won Mildredods heart t
have a lady come. Of course, we met the other kids and, of

courset hey were happy about it,
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Jan, was a great addition to the family because Dawn had a
sister at home. She was four years older than Dawn, but they
got along well as sisters. The rest of the girls were all
scatt er e d aughteMBunnd,rwastarsied dnd
already had four children and her other daugther, Sally, was
busy at BYU.

When we went on our honeymoon, | told Mildred,
AWhat we need to do is get th
gone. O And therel wag8t ooemer
because they were in college and things and the rest of them
came home. And | give them each twefitye dollars and |
said, ANow, you got a nice ca
go, you do whatever you want to do, and just have a good
time together. But the one thing | want, when we get home,
is that you have | earned to |
best thing we could have ever done. It worked out and, to
this day, theyodore all <c¢cl ose a
woul dnodot k rswhosewid@erything alse.

Mildred was just the kind of a woman | needed. |
wasnodét a bishop at that ti me,
And, of course, everybody gets excited when somebody goes

in as a bishop and she told me one day before it happened

that | was going to be the ne
dono6t talk | ike that.o I sai
kidded her about it and she s
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we went over to Fort Collins, Colorado to see her kids and
we came bek and the stake president had been looking for
me and he called me to be bishop. And | had to go in the
next day; | had to pick my counselors that night. And it was,
it was quite an experience. But when we got over to Fort

Collins, Mildred saidtoWendy A You dadds goni

next bishop in Tremonton Firs
dondét talk Iike that.o n Wel |
happened.

When we got home, it was waiting for me. They had
wondered where in the wodl d I
that the ward would be organized the next day. The stake
president called us over to his office to make the official call.

And | had gotten home and | wanted to go out to the farm to

see how it was. My neighbor that lived right next to me said,
AComed ago with me to the templ
go see my farm. o And | wal ke
around and | said, ADick, |0l
should do it, so | did it. And | got over there and | saw one

of the stake presahcy in the dressing room and when | saw
him and he said fAHIi , 0 1t hit
knew of a surety that | was going to be called to be a bishop.

When we got home he said,
soon as you get homandbesaiddo d w

me, AThe Lord wants you to be
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| said, fAYes, |l know. O And |
under the table: fASee?o0 You
man and the Lord had sustained that. Mildred said that the
reasorthat she knew was that the Lord had to know that she
woul d support me. And she sa
anything | can to help himto
the way she was with all the things we did. We were right
together on all the thgs and we had a lot of wonderful
experiences together over forty years, you know. She was

the right one | should have had and she worked into the

family so well.

nlt was a ve

ry, very pleasant
for tha [

t length of tin

| had spent my whole working years of my life on the
farm. And sometimes there was lots of wind, and lots of
dust, and lots of dirt. And we started with horses first, and

then, after a few years, the wheel tractors came out and we

managed to buy one ofthogepyt it di dndét hav
top on it. It was wide open. And | was still in the open all

these years and someti mes | 0d
turned. Youbébd go one way, and

of the wind going back. And sometimes the dustild be so

thick around me t hat I coul dn
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have to stop and wait for it to move on, and then start again.
But | tell this to show that all these years, up until we got the
cab tractor, which was late, | was out in the outdoshsch
caused two things: the starting of skin cancers and the filling
of my lungs with all the dirt and things to the point that it
was hard for me to get around dust and things. | could feel it
in my lungs. So when I turned 65, Mildred and | talked it
over and decided that | would retire. Lots of times people go
ten years longer and suffer through it. But | decided that |
would do that.

The man that had the ground next to me had come in
there as a young man and 16d
h e 6 dstucked on what to do and what time to do it, why,
| was always handy. So when it came time to retire, |
approached him and he said he would be mighty happy to
lease my farm. And so we made an agreement and leased the
farm to him. And about that same timéad had an
opportunity to get land from the government and | got it.

And when | got through with it had cost me very little
money. And so | thought | should sell part of it. And if | had
of sold it, I would have had large capital gains because | got
it in sagebrush and rocks, and part of it | made into good
farmland. So, | would have had a big capital gains to pay.

And so | decided that | would make a gift to the church. So,
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| arranged for him to take over the farm that fall and | would
retire.

Well, | had only been retired two or three weeks
when a bishop, a close frieind later found out that my wife
had suggested to him that we were ready to go on a mission
T approached us and give us a call to go on a mission. And |
tol d him, AYebstjtwouldbewtdeadtsix go, 0
months before | could have all my business shaped up and be
ready to go. So, when we got our work done we got our call
to go on a mission. It was in New Mexico with the Indian
people. And they said | should have an almost maektand
then they named all our things to bring like shovels, and the
hose, and anything that would be used out on the reservation
to help the Indians learn how to farm and do things. Well, |
got to thinking about it and | figured | would be going right
back into the same conditions that | had left the farm for on
the reservatioin out in the open, out with the dust and roads
that were all dirt. So, | approached the Stake President and
told him and so he called Salt Lake and told them and we got
a new calto go into the same area, New Mexico, but to
work most 100% with the whites there. And so we accepted
that call and got ready and left and went on our mission.

Well, the headquarters were in Albuquerque and the
new mission president went the day befoeedid and we

spent time with him down at the mission home in Salt Lake
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here and got quite well acquainted with him. Well, when we
got down there he said, AHow
Al buquerque?0 And | said, dndFi
a few moremissionaries that had come in at the same time

out to the home for supper that night. And the first thing he
said to me, AHow would you I
Awel |, President | came out h
me t o go. 0 An dound eutteaatheglace thave | |
the prior president of the mission had figured they needed
missionaries was in that Albuguerque stake, but it was 75

miles south; a little town of Socorro.

The next morning we took off for Socorro and we got
downthereand hey di dndt have a pl ac
us up in a motel for a few days and found us a little home. It
was an old home that had been used for the government for
something. And the man had fixed it Upretty good shape,
not goodi and it was right ot at the edge of town. So we
tal ked about it and my wife s
ready by Saturday. o And he sa
Saturday. o He was the sherif
three or four of thegsesybu ttl e
can. You can get it ready by
working for the Lord. o And, o
descent and was Catholic. But, anyway, he understood and

had it all done and we moved in. The reason | wanted it was
51



because it wasub at the edge of town. And | told Mildred
that I f we were there we woul
watching us all the time; we could go and come as we
pleased. And they give the couple missionaries a little
different schedule of things to do. So, it turnetljast right.
It was just in the right place and we stayed there all the while
we was there.

Well, in the town of Socorro, they were building a
new church and it was just about done. And it was a real
good time to be coming, when that church was new laad t
people referred to it as the Mormon Temple out there. But it
was the nicest home in the town because it was an old town
that had been used way back when the Mexicans came up
through out of Mexico. They would come and take over
places and they had waadk and forth for several hundred
years. And there was an old Catholic cathedral, a beautiful
old cathedral that had lasted them through all of this. So we
were happy there we got settled. And, of course, | asked the
president, A What hdeo woeu gweantt F
AOh, youdl Il know what to do. o
there and do what you want to do, what you know you
should do. o0 And that was the
And so we went to work and we had some real spiritual

experiences wht finding people. We would take a group and
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teach them, you know, two or three at a time at different
homes.

We did the regular missionary thing and within
about three months we had baptized a grandmother, her
daughter, and her granddaughter. And it easiracle, the
way we met them. It was really a testimony to us that the
Lord was helping us in our work. So we baptized them, and
from then on, we did as well or a little better than most
missionaries do because a couple seem to get into homes a
little easier and better. So we had well over a dozen converts
when we was there. Well, it was that we had met the
grandmot her and she said, fAOh
someone who can explain the B
excited about it and wanted us to cobaek. And her
husband was a judge in the town. When we come back,
which happened quite often, their neighbors and people had
got on them and said, fANo, if
youoll |l ose your friends and
di dno taktgéehem.t o

So, Mildred and | stopped and went to the library to
find a book that we could take to her that maybe would give
her something on the Catholic Church and the scriptures. We
just wanted to keep friends with her. So when we got in
there, thee was a girl about 30 years old. We went in to look

at the religious books and she was sitting down with her
53



hands on her knees and looking at this book. We had asked
the Il ady in the |ibrary to fAp
books wer eo aynhadardhérisaythat weuwerg |
missionaries. So, | saw her go around over to her books and
stop over that way. And | went right to her and when | got to
her she told me that she was very unhappy with her church.
They scared her kids to death and the kidsldn 6t want 1
because the church was tellin
go to hell forever and all that kind of stuff. So, before they
left we made an appointment with the young lady.

When we went to teach her, her mother was there and
her eight yeaold daughter. And her husband never has

joined, but we taught them. And after the first lesson, the

mot her said, Al o6ve been waitd.i
years, what youbve told me to
and baptized the three of thermah e t i me . The ¢

husband was a rough old character; he had roosters that he
took to the fights. He was that type of guy. So, he got
interested and we finally got it so we would tell him the

Gospel, but he never would quite give up. | told hend d

have to sell his roosters or not do them anymore; it was
inhumane and so on. We had been to conference up at

Al buquerque and on the way ba
today is the time to go see h

hi m wedd ebxeceint iunpg tnoeet i ngs anc
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them and he was on our mind a
now to ask him if he wouldnodt
And he stuttered a little bit
t wo weeks from now,dsaichtohim i day
AWhy not Friday this week?0 A
the calendar and looked it up and accepted and we baptized
him. About a year after we came home, they were on a
mi ssion back to New York, thi
good frierds.

We went through the first hot summer. This was in

almost desert like conditions. And the next spring the

mi ssion president called and
would you |l ike a transfer?o0 W
|l i ke us to dd&ke RWheeweaeradyeunt , we 6d
thinking of sending us?o0 And

Rui doso, 0 which was <cl ear ove
7,000 feet where it woul d be

Southern Colorado. o That mi s
AWel ly,ouc atne | | me what brought
He said, ASIimply your enjoyme

AThat 6s kind of uncomfortable
if I told you that wedod |i ke
Al 6d be del domditjustdor us and & thinla s
that we would sacrifice that in order to get these people in,

See.
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Well, we had success in that and we had success all
through our mission. About two months before we would
come home, we had taught everyone we had il rmnd we
didndét have anyone to teach t
ti me wedd get around home wedo
We said, fAWedbre here. Youdve
webre at | east partly qualif.i

town thatis ready for the Gospel can you make it be known

to us?o0 A | ady that wedd con
people next to me in are memb
said, AWell, weoll be right o

out in the evening and a mapened the door and he looked
he looked so funny and told him who we was. His wife and
eightyearold daughter had gone out for something and he
and the baby was there alone. She was about maybe two
years old, just walking good. And when she saw my wife
she just opened her arms and run to her. And that touched his
heart and he opened the door and let us in. And we talked to
him and told him who we was and made arrangements to
come back to see if they was ready to be taught and they
were. We taught theand the way they come about getting
baptized was miraculous.

The last day we was there we baptized the three of
them. And we left early the next morning. They asked if

webd stop at their house befo
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there. The first night yogo in a house you usually find
something attractive in the home and compliment the owners
on it. | saw this picture of a big ship up here; it was about
four feet long, a great big ship. And | had told him how well
| liked that. So when | got there hisfwe s ay s, AHe v
to take that picture and take
AWell, thatds right, o6 he said
Will you take 1t?0 And | sai
youoll al ways r ememblave t hat w
brought you here is worth many, many, many times and will
bring you more joy and happiness than that picture ever
would bring you.o0o And thatos
home. Hedd come out to see u
him a couple of timed he wanted it back and he said, no, he
wanted me to keep it.

The mission was a very, very enjoyable time for us.
With me being on the farm and away from home, and with
my wife being with the kids and everything else, we had
never had timetospend$t of ti me together
go out and have to stay a wee
the kids going to school. But it was a very, very pleasant
thing for us to do together for that length of time. And,
actually, youdr e hbawaslwakingev er
down the aisle and here come this little old Mexican and he

stopped in front of me and bo
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Reverend. 0o 't just about sho
and talked with him a little bit. But he really shook me.{Tha
was one little experience we had, but there was others.

There was | ots of ranches
80 miles out to see people out away and members and
ot herwise. And then wedd go a
We went out to an Indian resetim some, but not very
much. And we didndot have to t
them had been there a little while. We just met two or three
women that stildl hadnét | earn
had an interpreter for them.

After we got home fronour mission, we went back
and lived in our home in Tremonton. And | guess it was
maybe close to a year we stayed there before we decided we
wanted to be in a different place. So we started looking
around and we settled on North Ogden. So, we went home
and put our home up for sale. We went down and bought
our new home from a couple that was leaving and going to a
different part of the county. So we had us a real nice little
home and we were in a very lovely ward and everything. We
were happy as could lleere. And we stayed there between
five and six years. And my sister, Delma, who lived up by
San Francisco, had come down to Palm Springs and bought
her a little condominiuntype home. They were all separate,

but they were built around a square with a egmming
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pool in the center and nice flowers and everything else. She
had lived up in San Francisco and she and | were always
close, but we didndét get to v
this is our chance to live close to her and helpi hsdre was
nine years olderthanlwasa nd enj oy each ot
bought a place in Palm Springs. We sold our home in North
Ogden to our grandson and went down there and we were
happy there, but not really h
different world the way peoellive, and it has a lot of the
Hollywood people in there. They had a whole area built of
those great beautiful homes. And, of course, it was the
showpl ace town and things | ik
much, so we decided that we would move.

So we cara to St. George and we liked it there. We
was able to buy a lovely home about less than a block from
the Temple. | could walk and get to the Temple and be
ready to go through a session in ten minutes. And | worked
there as long as | could and still seénd then, when it got
so | couldndét see to do the t
asked them i f they didndét hav
And so they suggested that | go up to the sealing room.
In all the work the sealers do, they have to have two
wit nesses to everything thatods
thatdos done. And so they aske

per manent job as a sealersé w
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me n . So, Il went all the ti me.
feel good. But | wenévery Saturday and spent the day there
doing that kind of work. It was very enjoyable, very nice.
Our experience in St. George was very, very pleasant.

Then Delma decided she wanted to come to Salt
Lake. She moved down to 7200 South and 7th East. Our
children wanted us to move up, so we came up here and we
lived in a place that had about 50 individual homes in it.
And we lived in there until we came up to Highland Cove.
And |1 6ve been here about a ye
| shoul d snahappy hera;t have inade kuadreds
of friends here. We have the ward branch right here. We
only have to walk about two m
They call it i ndependent | i vi
independent, but they have about anything for. ybike,
you dondét have to buy any foo
thing. | keep some cereal around to cook and things like that
and thatos about all

We did move more often than most people move, but
we always had a reason. We always lived in nice placé
with nice people, and | think each move was really a benefit
to us because every time you
got 40 or 50 new friends. They may not be close friends, but
friends, and a few close ones. You hate to leave. You always

hatedt o | eave, but it doesnot t e
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found that wherever you went to sit down with a group of
Mormon people, they were all your brothers and sisters on

that basis; you were close together. You had the same
understanding and the same feglithe same testimony, the
same spirit, the same feeling
room for more to love regardless of how many you have.

And wedbve kept in track with
brought into the Church down
years ago. We followed them and their kids when their kids
got marri ed. We see what the

positions theyob6bve had spirit

c

wonder ful. So, moving isnot
dondot t hiinskdidtwiBt@arbundaditle wipen we
came back to Salt Lake. Weore

Q

The girls take my wash and they do a good share of
my actual things | have to do for business. | got Wendy and
Vicki who help me on that. Jan, my stepdaughter, is always
here to cut my hair and she is always here when | need a
doctor. Sheds a registered n
here to St. Marks. She can come here any night after work
that she works. Shedswiasne exlc@
taken care of thavay. She sees that | get the doctors that she
knows are good and things | ik
Highland Cove was having a dance and they said

they had a great orchestra. S
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After | got here, then Mildred passaday; she passed away
on the 23rd of December last year. And so | knew | had to do
something. So, | went up there and the lady in chsag
ACome on, | etés dance. o0 So, |
danced about 30 feet away and slr@ed me over torether
lady. And | thought, AWhat o6s
thatshe had other things to do and she was just being good to
get me started. So, | danced with had thanked her and
walked down the hall.

| was standing there looking at people andeheas
a lady right in the center looking at me with a great big smile
on her face.She was young, probably 40 years old. So |
turned around and lookdsthind me and there was nobody
behind me. And then she came
dancewithyou0 And she happened to ¢k
the orchestra pl ayertstheadances | ¢
with them, why then, shedd ge
marvelous dancer and she showed me off there. It made me
more friends and made more people knmoa: And
everywhere |1 6d go theydd say,
the dancer. o And so thatodés on
with so many people. And then | went to the dance up here,
and the lady that was in charget sick and had to leave the
place,8 t hey asked me to handl e

taking care of that. And t he
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tenpeopleTher e6s men and thereds
more women than men. And | said gwal is to teach them
how to enjoy dancing morephto teach a routine, just to
teach them how to enjoy it. A
And | hear them say o0on&oe, iint Ga
got me in. And the other night up there they were dancing
and they had a nice orchestra and | fournydeif the only
one dancing on the floor that one dance. And the ladyawas
good dancer. |teach at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday morning for
an hour. Thosexemmiger ni ngs | don

| 6d al ways had a good gard
to Highland Cove, they turdeover all the side of the house
to me and the | ady who | ived
gardener. So, we kept that all summer. And we had the
nicest looking place here; we planted nice flowers and she
had good taste. And | just cleaned them off yesterday
because theyodéd frozen. It wa
get my interest. And, so, | did that all year. It made the place
look better around here where we live and people enjoyed it.
That 6s what you want to do i s
know.That 6 s been my goal al | my
and to be of service to my maker.

| pick out the new residents, for instance, that comes
and | take them and introduce them to the exercise machines.

Then | kind of look to the ones that have real peots and
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you can get to them. | went to one here about a month ago

and | got into his apartment and when | was in there he was
watching the television and he never took his eyes off of the
television. He never | ooked
veryo ci al person and | want to
it up about four or five ti me
brought him out and now | 6ve
starting to visit with other people and enjoying things a little
mor e. loobme dgooiomdg wsi t h him and

about it.

RnGod bless you, Bi shop

| had twentytwo years that | was either a bishop or a
member of the bishopric or on the High Council. The High
Council man assists the stake
menthawwor k wi th him. Youdre sup
with all the people in the stake. The one thing | supervised a
lot was the young people, the children from twelve to
eighteen. And | got into scout work, the Explorer work,
which is the advanced scoutwork.6d t ake t hem o
week trips in the summer and take them way up in the Uinta
Mountains, for instance, up to where it was about 10,500 feet
high and get them out in the wild. Even though it was that

high, thereds still Ihempickt ai ns
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out a mountain that we would climb the next day. And so
wedd wal k and itdéd take us ma
Time we get up there they was pretty tired; they were tired

and they was ready to |isten.
mountain andve could see for miles and miles and miles off
into Wyoming, of f i nto Col or a
have a speci al l'ittle | esson
the earth and how the earth came into being, which is

recorded in the scriptures ardrigs like that. Later on, | got

called to be a bishop and | picked a good share of my
counselors and my hel pers wer
taught. And then they went on to be bishops and high

councils and mission presidents and things like that, see.

Il woul dndét just take them
how many fish we could catch. That was a part of it, but it
wasnot al |l of it. Il tried to
good and | kept those young m
still close to me.l would often go out and do my farming
alone for a day or two or | would go back and forth about
twentyf i ve mil es. Because | did
get some of the boys, that | had taught as Explorers, and
whenever | needed help, | had themikide. They were
just like my own sons about twelve or fifteen of them.

Andy Anderson was one of the boys | taught and he came

down from Washington to help. He was a wonderful help to
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me; we worked by day and talked about scriptures at night.
After we was through he accepted the baptism within the
church. So, | adopted him into the famiilyot legallyi but
he became a member of our fam
are still close to him after many years.

At least once every two months, we had aypaith
the men and their wives, when | got to be bishop, and they
was my helpers and it was a wonderful thing to have that
association; it held us together as a group. | had an unusual
amount of counselors that | had to pick because the stake

president vas always taking mine to do his work and then

heéd say, AOh, you can find o
told me all the way since, fAY
those young men. o And they h

That 6s the resadriowys otff hilnd
wonder ful thing, and ités sat
pretty complete knowledge of that which we do know as far
as creation. God is real and that He is our father and Christ
was our older brother. And when you can grow up as
young person and have that embedded in your soul, well,
thereds nothing I|ike it. And
dondét understand these things
to learn them and then to experience them by doing
something. Like, foriftsa nc e , itdéds said th

gracei that means the goodness of Christ and His suffering
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and His dying and His resurrection and all that. We learn all

that and we get our blessings by the grace of God after all we

can do ourselves. Now,thewdrb s r el i gi ons s a
saved by grace, not by wor ks;
do with it, but the scripture

must look to the future and we must earn our salvation after
this.

The hard winter wheat has to be plantedhie fall so
it can grow or just stay over the winter in the cold
temperature. And if you plant it one year, then it grows the
next and makes the wheat. And so, when | was about
fourteen, we had the start of a real good crop coming and my
father was ver happy about it. It grew quite thick and was
getting pretty tall and then a real drought came on us and it
was real hot. The weather got real hot, day after day, and so
t he wheat got to | ooking I|ike
there was no rain cam@®ad was very concerned with the
crop. He was afraid that if it stayed very much longer that
we woul dndt have much of a cr
needed it pretty serious. Part of the family was out there and
the rest were in on the irrigated farmrfang that and we
were going back and forth when we needed to.

One evening, Dad came in and at the supper table
said that tomorrow he wanted us all to join and he wanted to

fast and pray for that we might get some rain. And so in the
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morning, it was a ttle hard on us; we were working and so
on, but we went without any food all day. And when it came
at night, we all gathered around the table and, of course, we
always turned our chairs around so the seats was out when
we had our prayer. And my dad oféerthe prayer. We
usually would take turns, you know, and, of course, the
childrendéds werenodét very | ong.
there and three or four of us children and so he prayed. |
must have been about fourteen, | think. | would judge right
nearhat age. And | hadnét had
experiences, but | had learned how to pray and learned that
from my parents. But in his approaching our Heavenly
Father, Dad explained the situation and how the wheat was
and that it was starting to shrivel apd it looked like we
very possibly could have no crop. And then, of course, he
asked Him could He send the rain and so that we could have
a crop that year.

| remember in the prayer that he told Heavenly Father
if He would send the rain | remember tts so plainlyi he
would give in the future the amount which we gained in it
back to Him for His work. Tha
so, then after the prayer, of course, we all went to bed and
then we had the process of waiting. And it went on faeehr
or four more days with the heat and everything else. One

afternoon about t wo or t hree
68



came from the southwest and it kept growing and getting
darker and darker and, finally, the storm was right on the
ground and then itarted to rain and it rained for several

hours quite hard. And then we thanked the Lord for sending

the rain and | dondét know whe
going to do, but i n my young
what 6s Dad gonna delbmlthatBeai d h
would spend that in His work
did he have in mind?o0 Il was

four of us boys that that were still home and the oldest one
was about old enough to go on a mission. And so, in
sequenceall four of us went on missions and then | was
satisfied that Dad had kept his word to Heavenly Father. He
meant what he was saying. And so we, each one of us, went
on our missions and the youngest was four years younger
than me and he went on a missi@®o, that was, | think, my
first real experience in building up a faith in God. And, of
course, in the meantime | had been on a mission and had lots
of experiences and so this experience has lived with me all
these years and | 6 vrgortanhevantg h t
in my life.

Quite a few years later | had a similar experience but
for entirely different reasons. | had just been sustained as the
bishop of the Tremonton First Ward and a little time had

gone by. | had been used to being early to goaxk and
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late working in the evening until about dark, you know. And
| had a crop and it was quite thin and it was growing pretty
good, but drought came again, which it did quite often in that
country. We depended entirely on the rain. | had a field that
was over against a mountain range that run down and it was
a mile from the freeway. And so when the crop started
getting nice and yellow, | went down to look at it and | could
see that just down under the hedge there was sunflowers
coming so thick, thownds of them. So | said to myself,
AWell, the day that gets ripe
the field. o Well , as a bisho
get used to shutting the machinery off at three or four
o6clock to go tdbwashawengtroobled 6s w
with that. Well, He found a way to get to me.

| went down the mile and turned around and come
back and everything was ready, so | was ready to start in the
morning. So, | decided that | would spend every bit of time |
coudandgt t hat done so that all
in the wheat when | harvested it, because that all mixes in
with the wheat i1 f i1tdés I|ike i
morning, | went down early and went to work. As | turned
around on the bottom of the fiehnd looked back up where
| 6d been and up to where the
standing out in my field around where | had my pigkwith

the gas and the supplies in i
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out | oud or not, but ,Heaveniyy he
Fat her! I candét help anyone
wor k done. 0

By the time | got up there, | repented. And so | said

to myself and to Hi m, AfHeaven

t hat man needs. Regar ppl ess o
hi m. o So, |l got wup there and
you from?o Al dm from | owa. 0
then?o AwWell, 1 6ve been out

were on our way back from Ore
at the map and | decidevhere | could get and | run out of
gas out here. o He had run ou
went up over. And | was down in a valleyn a pretty
goodsized valley, four or five miles wideand he had come
and started up tdhadutohgad Andéa n d
talked with him a little bit
truck and weodoll go up and 1 06I
can get on your way.o

| came down the freeway; it was felane, but there
was two lanes on each side al@uble lane. So | came out
and turned and went down and then come up behind him.
And as | turned, | saw in the car there was several children
and the mother and then | hea
you mister! Thank yothedadast er

l'ittl e Dbit about where he was
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doing. Then as | was about ready to put the gas in it came to
me that in helping him that day | had a right to tell him who |
was . And | said, #Al want you
helplgpp you today is a Mormon bi ¢
from the car this all I n uni s
Mor mons, too!o

So then we visited about it and being that | was
bishop and they were members of the church, they just
seemed so happy. And thsaid that a year earlier, on that
same day, they had been converted to the Gospel back in
|l owa and theydd been out to O
who helped to teach them the gospel. And they were on their
way into the Ogden Temple to have their fynail sealed
together and man and wife sealed together and then all the
children sealed to the parent
going. So, we talked a little bit longer and | said to them,
AwWell, if youdre gonna make i
int he temple, youbve got to be
got in the car and started off and as long as | could hear
them, they were al/l repeating
Bi shop. God bl ess you, Bi sho
was s o f ahearitanynore. IWelh ibgbes to say
that | was kind of walking on air all day because | knew why
that had happened like that. It was for me to learn a lesson

t hat I had to do the Lordbés w
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knew that that was the reason andias never hard for me
after that to shut off my machinery and to go in to go to the
temple or go to the special meetings or anything like that
after that. So, there was two people got blessed that day. To
me, that was kind of a great experience andnhadot to
me.

There was another experience | had. We always
seemed to pick up the hitchhikers. There was lots of
hitchhikers during that time that were traveling on their
t humb, as they said. And t he
because there haddben s ome t hat been rob
even been one or two that had been killed in the news, you
know. One morning, | was going about seven or eight
o6clock out to the farm to go
three or four miles, there was a hitchhiker stagdhere.
And it was different this time; | had a distinct feeling that |
was supposed to pick him up. So, | pulled over and he come
around and up behind me and got in the car and went on.
The church used to own farms and raised wheat up there to
bringdown to Kaysville, to put in their Kaysville mill, and
that s where all the storage
the welfare program, so they could scatter it all over the
country. As we passed the church farm, | told him about it.
We talked as fasis we could talk all the way out, which was

twentyfive miles. And | always made it a point if | had the
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opportunity to teach the Gospel to someone like that. So, |
was telling him all the way out there what it was about and
he was interested.

Whenl@t out there and pull e
like he wanted to get out. | had to pull off an access to the
freeway just off to the side and then let him out and he had to
go back to hitchhike. And so we sit there and talked maybe
for a half hour and befonge was done, he told me he had
come from way back somewhere in lowa and had left early
the morning before. He got a ride in a truck that brought him
all the way to Salt Lake, and the fellow drove all night and
got him into Salt Lake in the morning andwas on the road
heading on toward Oregon when | met him. Before he left
he says, Al have the stronges
had anything like this before, but | have the strongest feeling
that the reason | was able to come here in one déyisll
way was just to get to meet vy
stayed a | ittle | onger and ho
and he said he was very impressed. And so | told him how,
when he got to Portland, he could look up the telephone
book and findhe Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints, and call a bishop that would be listed there and a
couple of young men would come out and talk to him. So,
thatds the way that ended. I

happened, but | do know that it was imapon of the Lord
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t hat had me stop. And | 6ve h
experience in my life that.

One time they asked me to talk in a priesthood
meeting on missionary work and | told two or three
experiences | 0ve had.iketoOne f e
know why therebds some peopl e

experiences and the rest of wu

for a quite a while and then
want you to feel anything but
what | 6tnelglonyocau. 0O Il said, nal

the Lord knows who will do the work and that that is the

reason that some people are always having missionary

experiences. 0 So, thatdés anot
My spiritual experiences have contiruel could say

itds continued all my | i fe wh

with my children and my fami/l

just been a joy that the children wanted to do the right thing

and chose the right way, would come for advice, anchso o

It was a very special part of my life. And there are some

experiences that | dondt tell
sacred to me when | 6ve been b
with their probl ems. That 0s

bi shop, avetheygifttbseéddndunderstand the

problems that other people have, and will be able to answer
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guestions for them in their lives and to know when a young

man or a young lady is worthy to go on a mission.

Al never cease to hatvleatgrlaav d
been blessed with throughout
been lucky anymor e; I say |

| did develop some important things of bringing
enjoyment and giving the opportunity to be of service to
people as | went through my liféAnd it was very satisfying
to me to do that. | would go as far as eighty or ninety miles
to sing maybe one song at funerals, for instance.

I n reality, the most i mpor
to do with two things in the life: my family and to do my
sewvice in the church. | chose that real early in my life. Of
course, how to love people would fit high on top of that. And
| 6ve al ways thought that if vy
youb6d always find something g
person has goodhings in their lives worth you knowing.
And | get some of the biggest surprises right here at
Hi ghl and Cove. | 6d be around
and then 10611 start talking t
very long, but I bring in the Gospsbme way.

In so many occasions, you find out these people
youdve known and been able to

very wonderful people, very successful, had great careers.
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We have here one who has been governor on three different
occasions in the seabf Utah. We have them that have been
stake presidents and bishops and missionaries. And as | go

al ong, I find these peopl e he
good to know that youodore | ivi
that 6s been a ftagtwehrorthv p t o me
especially. Il 6m very happy t
opportunity to meet all these people and under different
conditions and under different understandings of life, and to

visit with them and talk with them, and become friends with
themand in many cases be able to help them in something.

So, those would be three or four things that have really
influenced my life at different times and probably the

influence of my own parents on my life.

Thereds no satisf addothern i n
peopl e. That s one of the gr
life. And that means to help people as you move along and
see them with problems and try to help them with their
problems and encourage them.
lotsoflonelire ss here at Highland Co\
been able to help quite a lot of people.

Look what three peofwoeds d
people just in grandchildren, pluslewsit hat 6 s t we |
more. Our family has grown in eightyne years up to close

to a hundred, see. It happened from two people and yet there
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are peoplé | see them at Highland Cove all the tiinghat
have no children or their children never come and see them.
| never cease to have gratitu
blessedwih t hr oughout my | ife and
l ucky anymor e; |l say |1 6ve bee
come to the point of where | am now, my prayers are such
that 1 6m here until itds ti me
Now, to a youngypkasdntoitiBsn
|l i ke to go because thereds so
get into this thing and there is what is called the spirit of
things that comes to your mind and verifies the truth of
things in |ife and ifebve exper
| came through experiences in life in which great
change that has taken pl ace.
time in the history of the world that more changes have taken
place thanintheeigttyi ne year s that | 6v
i t 6 s wilthese peadlelwere doing wonderful things.
And they were developing all these new things we have that

part of life has been wonderful to follow.

Testimony of Mark Virgil Francom

Well, wedbre getting down t
history, buttheoma t hing | 6ve done i s |
because it means so much to m
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joy has come into both of my wives and my life has been
with the family. |t s been a
And it seems | ankgewingbfdose abde en a
respect and a great joy to see how your lives have involved
and how you met your husbands and all those things that
went with that. And so it has been a great time for us as your
parents that we had the privilege of going throuas with
you.

When | think of you children, | wonder how the Lord
determined who was going to go where and the more | think
of it, the more | realize tha
choicer little group of His children down to anyone than he
has us.And so | want you to know that each one of you are
special to me today and were to Mildred and also to Virginia,
because we became one family. | was thinking this morning
of the things we would have if we took all of our family and
added them togethekVe would have better than eighty of
us. Here we are, three people, that have now eighty of us all
together. And then with your lives and what you have done
with them. If we took all the people that you have influenced
and all the people you have taugigpecially teaching the
Gospel to, we would have a city. It would be a-fared
city, |l 6m sur e, because we st
corner of the world with our activities and seventy years of

mi ssionariesd6 work that we ha
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many places, many areas, foreign lands. And when you get
t hat picture you can see from
grateful and how much joy and satisfaction, peace, love, and
all these things that go into
becomes more importato me almost daily.

| see the value and the good of living a long life and
having this great blessing of being here with you and the
family and you having all of these wonderful experiences
that you have had. Youbve be
busines . Youbve had businesses i
work and your influence has spread into other countries and
itds just a wonderful, peacef
that this has happened in our family.

But | 6ve had specialy exper
and with each one of the children that mean a great deal to
me and did to Mildred, also. And we were always talking
about you children. Wedd be
you were accomplishing and doing good things in this life
and serving youfellow man and serving your Father in
Heaven and had memories of many wonderful things of your
own, which youdére building up
time and we spent hours and hours at this sort of thing. And
when we got through, we were lifted apd more grateful
and more thankful for each one of you and for what you have

meant for our life and to our Father in Heaven that he gave
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us the privilege and the honor of having you as our children.
And we have even, on quite a few occasions, comeeto th
point that we have been abl e
adopt them into our family.

Tthat has happened to me in the last few weeks of
this lovely girl, Laura, who was sent here, | feel, through the
inspiration of somebody to help me with this brgtand to
be a partofitandwe wouldgladyand | 6 m sure a
samel’ accept her into our little group and we hope that she
and | can have contacts after
grateful to her.

Now, | 6ve had | gauknogpih expe
the Gospel; 1 6ve had the bDbIl es
blessing of having a true understanding and knowing through
inspiration from a higher pl a
unquestionable proof that the Lord is concerned about us.

As Hehas told us in several places that we are His spirit
children and He tells us plainly why and how it come about
and He says there are worlds without ends that He has made
and He made them through His son, Jesus Christ. And that
His great plan of life iso bring to pass the immortality and
eternal life; immortality meaning that we will live after death
and that our lives will go on. And then we are given very
plainly the reason Christ came to the earth: He came first to

gain a body, a physical body foirhkelf because he was a
81



spirit child of God and hadné
He came down and was born of a mortal mother, but His

father was God himself. For it says, the spirit of the Lord

came upon Mary and she bore a child. And so He became

the only begotten of the father and the flesh. And He was a
spirit child of our Father in Heaven. And there was great
commotion and great problems and there was a great counsel

in Heaven and there it was decided that He would come

down . He gsoa ydso wmnmi Weodrl It her ed s

we will take of these materials that exist throughout all

eternities and weol | put them
an earth.o And He said that
days. But also we have the explanatiooh t hat . |t

mean seven of our days because He tells us that one day to
God is a thousand years to man and so His seven days were
not as ours. He had at least six thousand years to create the
earth and then He rested it on the seventh day armiesl|

it and made it a special day wherein we could rest from our
labors and worship Him and serve Him.

So, these are some of the blessings that they have, in
some of my testimony, because | know of a surety that God
lives and that His son, Jesus Christour brother and that
He came here to set up the kingdom and set up the earth, that
we might have the privilege of being here. He says the

reason for us to come here was to get this body first, then to
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have the experiences of mortal life with our oweeflagency
to choose as we desired. And when we hear the Gospel, if
we want to accept it, we can.
to, but He tells us very plainly that He loves each of His
children and wishes to bless them and give them the
understandingfdHis kingdom and so on in life. So, we are
all blessed; we all are having that choice.

| suppose that | received my testimony starting on
my mot herds knee because my f
are pinned to when my mother told me that there was a
father in heaven and that He loved us and that we were His
children. She told me about Christ and what His
responsibility on earth would be and that He would be our
Savior and our Redeemer and would make it possible that we
could go back into the presendeoar Father. And so these
are some of the things that I
also, at the same time she told me that Joseph Smith was the
prophet of God and | 6ve known
a question. | 6ve nkewcacernddad t o
about it. But as | learned of His ways, | came to have a
strong testimony and to know not only from reading and
studying, but from actual working for Him and serving in
many capacities and being able to take the responsibility of
teaching thers and to help them and to guide them along

their way. My faith gets stronger. My love gets stronger.
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My understanding is better. My peace of mind is such a
wonderful thing because of all these experiences. | have told
many of them in my historyarslo you o6 | | be abl
them there and have your children read them and your
grandchildren. And who knows how long it might be of
value to my heritage that | leave when | leave this earth.

So this is my testimony: that each one of us has an
opportunityand if we will turn to our Father in Heaven and
seek him and pray to him and ask him the things that we
needed to know, He says that His spirit will come to and
testify to us that it is true. And | know that is true and | know
that all of my posterity wilhave that opportunity sometime.
And | thoroughly believé | 6 m not s aiyuthg it
thoroughly believe that the m
be saved, as he refers to it, in one of the three degrees of
glory: the Telestial, the Terrestrial; the Celestial Kingdom,
each according to their obedience and teachings. It says very
plainly that when He comes at the end of the thousand years
of His reign here upon the earth that He will be able to
declare a great victory over Satan, who is retiiéyone who
has greater influence on more people than even God himself
at this time. But the time will come when that will be
righted and Satan wil |l have t
tempted again and wedl | have

have our opgrtunities to serve Him as we have served Him
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her e. And therebébs many mor e

actually seen and witnessed and felt the spirit of the Lord

helping me when | needed it to do His work many, many

times and I 6m very grateful f
As | |l ook forward, the thi

hoping that we, as His children, can be faithful unto the end

because as |l ong as wedire huma

having our free agendythat we can choose to leave his

thinking and, and joinwiththet her s . And so i

testimony that we may all have the privilege of living

together after this life and that we will all make that a reality

that we will be faithful unto the end. And | say this in the

name of Jesus Christ and know that it is truén@ss to you

that that is my true understanding. If | know anything in this

life, I know this. And | say that in the name of Jesus Christ,

Amen.
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Top Row: SaIIyWodrd, Wey Houck,aeraFancom, Dawn
Cutler, Sunny Payne
Bottom Row: Jan Woolley, Virgil Francom, Vicki Pierson

Top: Andy Anderson, Nicholas Anderson
Bottom: Lorraine Anderson, Sarah Anderson
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